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Ravage 


3 MES recently captured first place in the Central 
nior T-ball League. Team members are (front row, from left) Michael 
Mast rge, Sharli Ely, Mary Lindsay Haskins and Kurt 
w) Demetris Brazzle, Tyler West, Keith Smith, 
Heath, Jared Porter and Ryan Taylor. (Top row) 
Tommy LeMaster, Clayton Ely and Charlene 


FW 


by Lorri Smith 
Publications Specialist 


W hen Singing River Electric - 
President Frank Ely is not in 
the board room, you will most 
find him at his home in Hurley 
his cattle or working on the family 
~homestead. "3 

Retired from the Mississippi State 
Highway Patrol and the Mississippi 
Legislature, Ely has the time and 
experience needed to lead Singing River 
Electric into the future. Ely became 
president of Singing River Electric 
Power Association's board of directors in 
April of this year following the passing 
away of Naif Jordan. 

For Ely, serving as president of the 
member-owned electric power organiza- 

ing 47,000 consumers is a 

ry he takes serious and serves 


with honor. 
“J will have served on the board 15 


years next year,” commented Ely, “and, 
as a member as well as a director, we 
will continue each year to find ways for 
Singing River Electric to better serve its 
consumers.” 

Ely credits the employees of Singing 
River Electric for the association’s 
success. “They do a great job and are 
interested.in getting the job done in the 
best and most efficient manner for the 
consumer.” 

Electricity, however, is not the only 
avenue in which Frank Ely has traveled. 
He dedicated a great part of his life to 
Jaw enforcement in Jackson County. Ely 
was a Mississippi State Trooper for 31 


New Singing River pres 


years. 

“I went on highway patrol a single 
man and came out 31 years later a 
grandfather,” said Ely. In all his years as 
a state trooper, he never once had to use 
his gun or make an arrest for drug 


ed 


Frank Ely, president of Singing River Electric Power Association's board of 


directors, grazes cattle on his scenic 40-acre farm in Hurley. 


possession, something commonplace for 
troopers today. 

Beside serving as a patrolman, Ely 
also represented Jackson County in the 
Mississippi State Legislature for six 
years. : 

Cattle farming, fishing, and travel- 
ling arc some of the waysEly spends his 
time now. Around 30 cattle graze on the 
Ely’s 40-acre farm in Hurley. ~~ 

About a mile west of his home is the 


family homestead where his father, 
Ely, was raised. The home was 


and is maintained by Ely and his 
wife, Nedra, in its original condition, 
cluding some of the original furnish- 
ings, clothing and kitchen utensils. _ , 
Being one of 12 children, Frank Ely 


quickly learned the importance of |. =! 
family. He and Nedra devote their time to. 


caring for the old homestead to share it 


1888 for his grandmother, Mary * 


ident, EY enjoys retirement with family on pee 


Ely and his family have restored mu 
home. Here Ely plays a piano that 
with future generations in Jackson Co 
Furnishing from the period include a 
piano dating back to 1914. © 

The Ely homestead has been shov 


.,_ eased in the Jackson-George County ~ 
* Regional Library’s Tour of Homes, an 


